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A rare opportunity to be a part of history in the making

Bells are not cheap but the pleasure they give to the community is great and enduring, seeing out all our lifetimes and more. The Writtle All Saints Bell Appeal gives the people of Writtle an opportunity to be part of History in the making. Many people have already donated to the appeal, either by way of a general donation or by pledging to donate a bell. Thank you to those who have already donated, we have been overwhelmed with the support throughout the village and we have received some very touching letters, which are much appreciated.



A lot has happened since the Bell Appeal was launched in March 2001. This newsletter is therefore intended to update the people of Writtle on progress with the project.  The total raised so far stands at just over £86,000. This sum comprises many donations and specific pledges to sponsor ten of the twelve bells. 



There is still a long way to go before we reach our target of £130,000 and meet our aim of completing the project in time for the new bells to ring out to celebrate the Queen's Golden Jubilee in 2002. We realise this is a very ambitious target and to ensure meeting it, we need to be in a position to place an order with the foundry by early Spring 2002. Clearly we can't place the order until we know we will have sufficient funds, so if you are thinking of contributing to this project in any way then please don't hesitate to get in touch.



The Project

The general condition of the moving parts, fittings and the wear and tear on the 200-year-old wooden bellframe means that a major refurbishment is needed to ensure that the ringing tradition at Writtle is continued. The bells are becoming increasingly difficult to ring, which makes the enrolment and training of new bellringers almost impossible, particularly youngsters, and we need young bellringers to ensure this unique English art continues. Also due to the present arrangement of the sound louvres, the bells cannot be heard clearly from the Green. To overcome these problems the Parochial Church Council agreed to proceed with a proposal to install a����new peal in a modern metal frame, and to make some improvement to the sound distribution.



On completion of the project there will be twelve new bells in the tower with a tenor (the largest) weighing about 30cwt (1,500kg). The twelve bells will provide a greater variety of ringing options than the present eight bells; learning to ring will be far easier and the bells will provide a far richer, more mellow sound. The ten heaviest bells will be a diatonic scale in the key of D major and as such should enable some bellringing of a quality that is on par with the best in the land. Other ringing options will include a lighter peal of eight or six bells for training purposes and for times when some of the more experienced ringers are unavailable.

 

How you can help?

There are many ways of helping with this project, some of which are listed below:



Sponsoring a bell

Sponsoring a bell is an excellent way of providing a long lasting memorial to a loved one or commemorating a particular event. By endowing a bell, an inscription can be cast into that bell commemorating the donor, a family member, a company or organisation. In this manner a bell can provide a living memorial for hundreds of years as it sounds out over Writtle and will provide an historical snapshot of the church and village at this memorable time. 



So far ten of the bells have been sponsored, eight by individuals and families from the village, one by the bellringers and one by the Essex Association of Change Ringers.����

��The two bells that have not yet been sponsored are the bigger, and consequently more expensive, ones. Joint Sponsorship, as a way of reducing the cost to the individual, is a possibility that people may wish to consider. Another possibility is sponsoring the component parts of a bell mechanism. The table overpage gives some details of the bells, including the basic and the installed price (which includes all the fixtures and fittings (wheels, headstocks, ��etc), and component parts currently available for sponsorship.��Bells�11th �Basic - £11,400     Installed - £15,700�12th�Basic - £16,200     Installed - £20,800��Wheels�8th - £900�9th - £1,000�10th - £1,100�11th - £1,200�12th - £1,300��Headstocks�8th - £1,000�9th - £1,100�10th - £1,200�11th - £1,300�12th - £1,400��Clappers�10th - £400�11th - £500�12th - £600��

Other possible areas for Sponsorship

Individuals or businesses may like to sponsor a fundraising event (e.g. £150 pays for hire of the Christian Centre), or the barn dance band, refreshments, printing costs of leaflets, providing ‘promises’ for the auction of promises or raffle prizes, or a Quarter Peal (45 minutes of continuous ringing) to mark a special occasion. Alternatively, £150 buys a Rope; £100 buys a Pulley; £30 buys a Slider; and £20 buys a Stay. Perhaps you know someone who would like to purchase an old bell wheel (possible uses: as a table (with additional glass top) or for display in a pub or restaurant) or part of the old bellframe (for turning or woodwork). All offers considered. Please ask for details.



Making a donation

Every gift, whatever its size, helps us towards our target of £130,000. There are many ways you can help and various options are shown below to help you decide which way of giving is best for you. If you are a taxpayer you can increase the value of your donation at no cost to you by completing a Gift Aid Declaration form (attached).



Lump-sum gifts. You can make a lump-sum donation, or a series of donations. There is no minimum amount.

Regular giving. Donors anywhere can give regularly by banker's standing order (attached). A regular monthly contribution soon adds up to a substantial donation.

Covenants. A deed of covenant is a legal document whereby a donor agrees to make regular payments out of taxed income for a period of four years or more. 



You give each month�which comes to�we reclaim tax�Your gift is worth�over 4 years��£20�£240�£68�£308�£1,232��£15�£180�£50�£230�£920��£10�£120�£34�£154�£616��

If a sufficient number of people take out a covenant, then we may be able to raise a low interest loan against these covenants, sufficient to cover the current short fall and hence enable us to place the order for the bells soon.  Our current shortfall is £44,000 so just 36 people covenanting £20 per month for four years would be sufficient or 72 people at just £10 per month, for example. A covenant form is attached for your use.



The Committee has appealed to various sources for grants for this massive undertaking. However, it is felt that all who love Writtle bells, the church and the village may appreciate a unique opportunity to become part of the history, which the casting of a bell presents.



The names of those in memoriam will be included on a plaque to be situated in the church. All donations received for this project will be recorded in a book, which will be kept in the church.



Ways you can get involved

We need ideas for fundraising events that keep the Appeal in the public eye.

We need people to help organise and run events and help on the day itself - prepare the venue; organise the raffle; catering and washing-up.

How about a organising a sponsored parachute jump, long distance cycle ride, or run in the London Marathon.

We also need donations in kind - from items to sell, such as cakes, transport to take the bells to the foundry and return them to the church; general assistance to the bellhangers; to local businesses donating materials for the necessary building work.



Financial accountability

We are a registered charity allied to the All Saints Writtle Parochial Church Council (PCC). Our accounts will form part of the PCC's accounts, which are published annually. The Appeal has two high interest accounts, both with the Charities Aid Foundation: a cheque account for day-to-day management of the funds, and a Deposit account. 



Forthcoming Events in 2002

16 March – Writtle Handbell Concert in the Church

27 April – Essex Police Band Concert in the Church

2 June – Tower Open Day

3 June – Teddy Bear Event�13 July – Barn Dance in the Tithe Barn, Writtle College

28 September – Quiz Night in the Village Hall 

Auction of Promises (date yet to be confirmed)

��If you would like to know more, please contact: 

Phil Stephens (Tower Captain) 01245 421022, Andrew Brewster (Deputy Tower Captain) or Marion Brewster (Treasurer) 01245 420648, Revd Michael Jones (Vicar) 01245 421282��



